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The admiral shifted his flag to the Tixe n on the morning of
July 18th, and from that vessel a signal message was received
requesting the commander of the Second Squadron to accom-
pany him to Santiago.

Passing into the harbor, a number of merchant               and

one small gunboat, the Alvarado, were found at anchor. On
landing at the principal wharf of the city and proceeding thence
up the main street to the palace, there was every demonstration
of welcome from the Cuban inhabitants of Santiago to the ad-
miral and the commander of the Second Squadron. Joy beamed
on every face, and many were the expressions of delight in the
glad salutations of the people.

General McKibben had taken possession of the city by Geif-
eral Shafter's orders, and was found at his headquarters in the
palace, with Ms staff, making every arrangement to maintain
order aitid to guard the city against excess or disorders from
the lawless who at such times take advantage of changes in com-
mands. The general gave a most graphic description of the cam-
paign,, the difficulties encountered, and the splendid fighting of
our comrades of the sister service. Under Ms command, good
order, quiet and security were soon assured to the people of
the city.

On July 20th, at 4 o'clock in the morning, the New York
left her place before the port and steamed to the eastward, leav-
ing the Brooklyn off the harbor. What the commander-in-eHef *s
purposes were had to be guessed, for the reason that no orders
had been left for the Brooklyn's guidance or movements, though
it was clear that her presence was no longer needed anywhere
in the vicinity of Santiago. About 10 A. M. a number of mer-
chant vessels began filing out of the harbor with the American
flag hoisted at their flagstaffs and the Spanish flag at the fore.
Inquiry established the fact that Captain Evans of the Iowa had
been directed to superintend this operation of the transfer of
these vessels from Santiago to Guantanamo as prizes, to be re-
turned, however, to Santiago under Army control a few days
later.. If the commander of the Second Squadron, who was the
senior officer present at that time, had been disposed to be cap-
tious, he might have insisted upon their detention until the eom-
mander-in-chief had indicated his wishes with regard to these

23 gun-fire" 1 chase.
